Pharmacologic probes of neurotransmitter systems in tardive dyskinesia: implications for clinical management.
Despite the plethora of clinical drug trials in tardive dyskinesia, few consistent findings have emerged. One possible reason for this is that there have been no serious attempts to define the role of major neurotransmitter systems (dopamine, norepinephrine, acetylcholine, serotonin, GABA) in one specific population of tardive dyskinesia patients. This study reports a series of five controlled drug trials in a population of patients with persistent tardive dyskinesia; each drug probed one of four neurotransmitter systems. The intra- and interpatient responses are analyzed and the implications of the pharmacologic response profiles for the clinical management of tardive dyskinesia are discussed.